BRITISH  STRATEGY  IN  THE  PACIFIC
of the proposal was to increase the mobility of the much-
reduced British Fleet. They were not embarking on any new
strategical policy. The strategy on which the Empire relied
was fixed and unchangeable. The fate of the whole Empire
might be decided in very distant waters. It had taken them
a long four years to defeat Germany, but if they lost com-
mand of the sea they would have to give in in a few weeks.
An honourable Member had said that England had command
of the sea all over the world. That was not the fact. For several
years to come they would not be able to station a Fleet of
battleships in the Pacific, nor even at Singapore. Their
helplessness in that area left them entirely dependent on the
goodwill of other countries. No country could remain in
that position for long and retain its self-respect. To carry
out its traditional functions, the Fleet must be able to operate
freely in any part of the world. It was for reasons such as
these that the Admiralty regarded the extension of the
Singapore base as urgent and essential. Without it, the
Fleet could not operate in those waters.
This is very obscure and purposely avoids the issue. But,
reading between the lines, it is not difficult to see what the
real object was. A perusal of the speeches of well-known
statesmen like Asquith and Grey against the proposal will,
however, clear away all obscurity. They insisted that war
with Japan in the near future was entirely out of the
question. Viscount Grey said that he wanted to make it quite
clear that the war for which the base was being constructed
was very unlikely to occur. It was unthinkable that there
would be war with Japan. Knowing the history of the
Anglo-Japanese Alliance, he could not believe such a war
possible. Both countries were members of the League of
Nations. War would be a breach of the Covenant.
Mr. Lambert, the Member for South Molton, asked
whether the Government had discussed this question with
Japan. He said that the horrors and terrors of the recent War
made him deeply regret this new rivalry in armaments and
naval bases. How were communications with this base,
which he understood was 7000 miles away, to be main-
tained ? He did not want to talk about war, but he had
to refer to this matter again on account of the size of the
estimates. Did the Government believe that with a one-
power standard Navy it would be able to despatch a Fleet